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Laugh out loud comedy
as Stiff delivers the goods

By Paul Williams
The director of a side-splitting

show that opens tonight at Levin
Little Theatre says he encouraged

the cast of Stiff to make each
character their own.

William Gilbert says the cast were
encouraged to take ownership and have
a decent say on how they might interpret
each character, to help bring them to life.

As aresult, Stiff is the gift that keeps
giving as cast and crew find new ways to

enjoy and deliver what is a hilarious laugh-

out-loud comedy.

William has been involved in theatre
for most of his life, but this is his first shot
at directing. He’s taken what he has learnt
over the years and tried to apply what he
sees as the best of those techniques.

He says the challenge has been made
easier with a great cast and crew.

“It’s daunting, but it really helps when
you have a great team,” he says.

It’s also the first time as stage manager,
too, for theatre member Geena Collins-
Oldham. It’s a good challenge with no
less than 12 scenes and a huge number of
costume changes.

The entire cast are simply brilliant:
Angel Delight (Talula Hodder), Swipe
(Jeremy Skerman), Delilah (Rawiri
Wehipeihana), Roxanne (Sarsha Forbes),

Sarsha Forbes, Rawiri Wehipeihana and Talula Hodder onstage at Levin Little

Theatre’s showing of Stiff.

Sherry (Jade Connell), Mrs Beaton (Faith
Pearson), while Alejandro Vergara plays

a couple of cameos as a lawyer and Mr
Beaton.

The script for Stiff is very, very funny,
and the theatre has done well to choose it.
Written by New Zealand playwright April
Phillips in 1996, it has been picked up and
performed all over the world.

Without giving too much away; it

Photo Paul Williams

centres around a group of working girls
who take over a funeral parlour.
Stiff will have you rolling in the aisles.
Four-and-a-half stars.
What: Stiff, by April Phillips.
Where: Levin Little Theatre
When: Opens tonight, running Fridays
(7.30pm), Saturdays (7.30pm) and
Sundays (2pm) until August 16.
Tickets: www.trybooking.co.nz/xif
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BUYING NOW! GET INSTANT CASH!
* gold jewellery ¢ diamond rings * damaged
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online and see the
latest stories at
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com

Having trouble
getting a doctors
appointment?

Call 0800 4 825 882

Connecting whanau to FREE

SUBSCRIBE TO THE STAR
If you live out of district
we can mail you a copy.

Only $6/week

(minimum 3 months).
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debbi@idmedia.co.nz
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169 Oxford St, Levin * 06 368 5092
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QOPERATING HOURS
Monday - Friday 2am-2pm
Saturday - Sunday 9am-2pm

WAITARERE BEACH
Waitarere Gift Shop
FOXTON

Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom
Foxton PostShop

The Windmill

4-Square

FOXTON BEACH

Foxton Beach Community Centre
SHANNON

Shannon 4-Square

Allied Service Station
TOKOMARU

Tokomaru Dairy

LEVIN

Chaineys - 183 Oxford Street
Cossie Club, 47 Oxford Street
Countdown, cnr Bristol/Stanley St
The Garden Depot, 4 Buller Road
HMC Levin, 15 Bristol Street

Levin Lucky Lotto - Oxford Street
Mall Lotto - Levin Mall

New World, Bath Street

Property Brokers, 1 Bristol Street
Queenwood Road Dairy

Ray White, 118a Oxford Street

Te Takeretanga Library, Bath Street
Tremains Real Estate - 265a Oxford St
Wilton & Co, 530 Queen St East
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